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Community Learning Process in Selecting Livelihood Strategy towards Sustainability
Livelihoods: A Case of Ban Jaidee.
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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the contexts within and outside the community including vulner-
abilities related to the livelihoods of local people, community learning process associated with the
selection of livelihood strategies that leads to sustainability, and effects of the community learning
process on adapting livelihood strategies towards sustainability. Research design was based on
the qualitative research approach in which a community case study was adopted. The targeted
community was Ban Jai Dee community in Nong-Khaam sub-district, Nong-Ya-Sai district, Suphanburi
province. Data were collected mainly by means of in-depth interview with 12 key covering community
leaders and leading members highly experienced in sericulture, and officials concerned with commu-
nity development. Direct observation and household case studies were also to obtain additional data
about the community contexts and livelihood mobility and activities. Data collection was undertaken
from November 1, 2012 to January 31, 2014. Data analysis was conducted by means of content analy-
sis, typology, data synthesis and interpretation. Research findings were presented in a descriptive form.

Results revealed that Ban Jai Dee can be characterized as a rural community with its low
population density and scattered settlement. The majority members of this community were migrants
who escaped from poverty seriously affected by drought in a remote area of Changwat Buriram. After
settling down in this community, they continued their familiar livelihoods strategies, especially sericul-
ture and weaving. The sericulture and weaving practices were then developed leading to formation of
an occupational development group with some progress. Unfortunately this group was then faced with

@ production problems affected by some vulnerabilities including the sensitivity of silk worm, drought in @

the area, financial shortage, and lack of appropriate knowledge about the production. At the same
time, they were also faced with interference from the private sector. These problems were later
brought about the instability of the group and led to the decision of some members to give up sericul-
ture and weaving. Nevertheless, some members were enduring and learning to develop sericulture
untiringly with satisfactory achievement and still maintain this livelihood strategy up to the present.

Learning characteristics of sericulture farmers in this community could be categorized as learning
by doing, along with following role models who were experienced elders. Through trial and error,
learners then adapted their practices to coincide with modern time by adopting modern species and
culturing methods recommended by both government agencies and private companies. As a result,
many households were successful and well acknowledged by new generations in the community as
their role models. At the same time, there were some households concluded their sericulture and
moved to do other activities. While some households decided to diversify their livelihood activities in

order to reduce the risk in their livelihoods.

Key words : Livelihood, Learning, Adaptation, Rural community.
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